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STATESMEN WAIT ON HIM
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Museoclinl held a little book in his
a tiny book de luxe, the size
prayer book. He stood there,
lifting the book to the level of
eyes, he read it, or pretended to.

glanced over the book at the
ting crowd and smiled his con-

He he is the son of a village
. that he has been de-
but he played a game and
won. He won, easily. Oh, it was
80 eaay to do. And having won, he
is now respected. S0 he enjoys his
triumph.. He says 80, he lets you
oo it is #0, and so—Iit is hia turn to
désplse and insult. And men take it.
See? Beec how they walit respectful,
JMawestruck at his power and his
., while he pretends’ to read
at leisure; taking his time,
serturing their impatience.
STATESMEN WAIT.

And there were statesmen in that
crowd now, and correspondenta of
great newspapers, as he knows well.
He has seen their cards, And yet,
men aak whether a dictatorship is

ble in this day and age!
? It is easy, it is easier than
any other way to take and use
power; it is safe and people like it.

“Let George do it.”

“What we need is a dictator.”

. ‘But the secretaries were whisper-
ing, #0 Mussolinl slowly closes his
once more reviews with his

etlo eyea his respectful enemies,
and quickly starts off for the ele-
vator. Decision. The bunk over,
he goes swiftly to the deed. But the
elevator has no respect for dicta
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fors, it was not there.

The servants rang, anxiously,
nervously. The elevator lifted up,
but slowly. So Mussolini lifted his

book and read. He read till the lift
came up, stopped, and then, still
reading, he walked out on the floor
balow and around to where the pho-
tographers stood ringed and ready.
He pped his book to look at them,
resumed his reading, holding
the book in both hands on a level
with his eyes.
I had wanted a lone Interview to
see If I couldn't find out what his
# are, what remains of his
er radicallsm, what he intends
to do with the power he has seised
in bolshevik fashion. I gave that
up now and warned the other cor-
respondents that we were to be re.
viewed. I would merely watch the
man and see what could be seen
from the outside. I saw some things.

STARES AT GROUP,

Beckoned to by the secretary, we |4

trafled in and the dictator stood in
his beflowered room, his tut’r‘:n.
1ike Napoleon, his sharp eyes ng
us up one by one. He stares and he

He stood till we all were in|'

and for a long embarrassing moment
more, then he started forward to the
first man in line, Colonel Rollin, the
oorrespondent of the French govern-
t organ, Le Temps, & man just
from Russia, whence he wrote

of very favorable articles.
took Colonel Rollin’s hand
asked him who he was, and
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when he heard he exclalmed: “Ah,
Le Temps,” and he made ong of
those complicated Latin stures
with head, hand and sho , @x-
pressive of surprise, amusement, de-
spalr and scorn.

“And you?” he sald to me. I gave
my name s$hd Universal Service.

“Sit down!"” he commanded, and
he sat himaself. .

“Well,”” he said, “you wanted to
interview me. Why don't you
_lpgk‘.’ I am N

lonel Rollin a queation:

. t do you

dent,

hink, Mr. Presi-
the conference and of its
prospects for accomplishment?”
LAUGHS AT QUESTION.
Mussolini turned upon Le Temps
and he laughed, shrugged his shoul-
ders, lifted his book with his two
hands and seemed about to read, but
He turned back to Le
Temps man, tarned away from him
to the rest of us, and with fine
sarcasm sald:

“Oh, ask me a question, somébody,
an explicit quusllon.mNot s0 big,

not wso & sécretary

wh someéthing to him and

Mussol took the suggeastion.

“Yes,” he sald, “and not about

foreign affairs. I will not talk about
affairs.”

Lord Curson and M. Poinoars were

I think the reason is that Mussolini
is able to make an awful lot of
trouble. Having no respect for their
game and having in the archives of
the state department of Italy some
interesting documents, Mussolin| can
say to his e

HOLDS POWER.

“You treat me and Italy as equals
orlwiﬂnhowug{:hhwhnhmlur-
able business." Bits at a table
loaded with u?clor{' of t value
and very fragile, and as talks to
the other diners he takes hold of the
tablecloth, gives it a little jerk and
threatens to plill the whole service
off to the floor. They treat him as a
naugh boy. He wantz  another
plate "h. oream and, just for peaoe,

¥ Benito, have two.”

We asked him about that, about

very considerate of Benito Mussolini. | coal

the chances of Italy between the
empires. Would not Italy have to
become an empire?

“Hah, empire!"
“Nonsense; Italy ia not imperialistic,
not militaristic. Italy is for peace.
We are for fair treatment of all other
countries, against all this imperial-
fsm. We prefer to have things set-
tled in the Near East on & and
square basis, without war, without
loot, concession, stipulations—yoa
know. We will renounce If the
others. will renounee. But i they
are going to divide up the good
things down there we are going to
have our share, and we will have
our share. You understand, WE
WILL!™

FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

His secretary raminded him in au-
dible Italian: “But this i{s foreign
affairs.” And Mussolinl laughed
outright, heartily.

“Yes,” he sald, “this I8 foreign af-
fairs, and we were not to talk about
forelign affaire.”

“And it is imperialism,” I said. “It
is imperialism pacifique,” he answer-
ed, nodding his head and boring me
with his eyes. “Imperialism pael-

fique."”
"13'1..|tx Italy hea to have 0il and

he exclaimed.

," 1 urged.
“Italy will get oll and coal,” he
sald quietly, vely, without tak-
ing his eyes mine. And yet as
we stared, I thought as loudly as I
could of the understanding that Mus-
solinl was going back to Rome that
night with the assurance that she
was to get what he had demanded,
be in on everything. And I mutter-
ed in' Italian, “So I hear,” and he

“ "

'uru'nl hether h

w er he .
od m tion from. hl-m
ment. He ghed. Hé aid not trou-
ble to answer. 4

I8 CENTER OF ATTENTION.

In Italy all there is to speculate
about is the character of one man—
Benito Mussqlinl. And since he
won't state his theories thers I8 left
only his character. Mussolini fs
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And every day in every way, we wish®
to know each other better and better

something new in the world of pol-
itics.

Hg has humor. That is important.
A man who can laugh is not a
fanactic. And Mussolini laughs not

only at the mob, not only at the
corraapondents and the diplomats
and the atatesmen. He laughs at

himself. I am sure he knew and
was amused at the part he was
playing. He was not reading he
was laughing into that little book,
ng at the posings of himself
at the serious way some of us
took him. It was fun to see how
much he could put over on us. He
the old game of politics and
diplomacy; democracy as we pre-
tend it 1s. He has risen into an
empty throne by dint of his con-
tempt for the present type of gov-
ernment and his knowledge that
the e have lost all hope and
for it.

But is playing at bunk himself.
He knows he has to be Interesting
and mysterious, s0 hé is odd, does
quéer, bold things and keppe secret
his plans. e knows what the
serial interest is, knows he |8 the
hero of a living romance of modern
Italy in which all Italiana are tak
ing part, wondering what is to be
continued in our next.

In a word, he is intell t, willful,
a good dctor, and, I think, despises
his own game; he does not lose him-
solf in his own part. He will go
some distance but whether he will
go right or left—nobody seems to
know; everybody guessea.
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Cheer and Happiness Brought
to Nearly 2,000 Persons
! in the Distriot.

AID GIVEN 4,000 FAMILIES|
noovers Many Heart-

Work U
Breaking Cases of lliness
and Poverty In City.

army
Fellowa, whose work will end to-

morrow, :
| Ths work of the Good Fellows

Cases
and  want ::.:. ¢ Na-
[ .

hundm.ottlommmnﬂu

examples of bigheartedness a

turned up heart
poverty

of the city, In
which it might be assumed there

More than 600 destitute persons
in the northwest
section alone thllndy"-lu'. Each one

was | ually sought
ut and cared for by a member of
army, the ma-
jority of them living in the north-
section.

Tons upon tons of coal and bale
upon bale of clathing have heen
distributed by the Good Fellows.
Beveral hundred Christmas parties
were made to

dreds of ch umauunni
happiness which is the right of
child on Christmas Day.

RUSH AT CLOSE.

Heavy registration of Good Flel-

lows up to the closing hour of this

s work took care of the few

es which had been left unas-
signed up to Saturday. ,

Among the most interesting
istrations during the last day
the work was that of the crew of
the navy mine sweeper Cormorant,
now at the thlntton navy yard.

The crew of the Cormorant,
within a few hours after landing in
Washington, had learned of the
Good Fellows movement and with
the characteristic big-heartedness
which has been shown in this move-
ment by the naval officers and men
on duty in Washington, promptl
decided to get a hand In the busl.
ness of bkpreading joy to the un-
fortunate.

Chief of Boatswain L, H. Cutting,
executive officer, acting for the
ship’'s commander, Lieut, G. G.
Robertson, called the Good Fellow
editor to make arrangements for
holding a party for a number of
children or to take care of a desti-

reg-
of

tute family. Because of the little
time remaining it was decided to
give up the ristmas party idea,

substituting by taking care of one
family.

y requested that one of the
four remaining families in which
there were nine children each be ag-
signed them. To this family will
be sent & huge box full of cloth-
lnl;'. toys, Christmas dinners, books,
and games.

The Seamen Gunners’ Athletic As-
sociation, at the navy yard, will to-
morrow hold a Christmas party,
with & big dinner, tree, toys, apd
games, for fifty destitute children.

The memberas of the Meyer-Davie
Lea Paradis band., of seven pieces,
have offered fheir services for the
benefit of the Good Fellow work.

Greeks, A
ménians, Byrians ﬂmhﬂ:
dm“t-ﬂwd u&'
Turks.

AFFECTS ONLY 7500,
Chalrman Jolinson explained that
while the rellef proposed is small,
it is all thdit can be done underth
:!nlncmﬂhllﬂ. The res.
ution f g
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grants that ocountry is allowed dur-
ing the life of the 3 cent law.
The act June 30, 1934.
While ere Aare tely
2,500,000 in the clase af-
fected, Mr. Johnson' that
not more than 7,600 would be ad-
ng;uﬂ under the 1
tion.

The resolution also provides that

the Becretary of Labor

the provision of the law requiring

that the total quotas be

20 per cent monthly
ng

other countriés, such as Poland and
-ﬁ.uuu, might insist oa a lke priv.
ege.”

Women Equal to Men
in Numbers in Japan

TOKYO, Dec. 23.~—Men and wo-
Pmen, about equal each othér in num-
ber in Jm.l

A census shows the total popula-
tion to be 67,666,800, of whom 28,
891,500 were male and 38,764,300
females.

U. S. Has Post Office
to Every 58 Square Miles

Every fifty-eight square miléa of
area in the United Btates has a
to nmpﬂ?
(Y n

Latest reports upon the nurnber
of postoffices of all classés show
52,000, based upon an area of 3,038,
788 square miles.

w It With Flewers
For New Year and Hollday functions.

Gude, 1213 F.—Advt

May Christmas Bring

’ Unbounded Happiness
Into Your Homes—and

Into the Homes of
. Thoge You Love
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VETERARS
SILES TAX BONLS

Takoma Park Post Adopts
Resolutions Urging Adjusted
Compensation.

Adjusted compensation for veter-
the world war, the payments

Following the election, Command-
er-elect Bunker announced the ap-
pointment of Kenneth R. Harrles

i .
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400410 MecLachlon Bidg.
10th ‘and G Sts, N. W,

A,
NORFOLK & W

as post adjutant and Harvey More-
t-|land as guard. .

STEAMBOAT

Furniture

To All:

a Very

W. B. Moses & Sons

Established 1861

Carpers Eleveuth and ¥ St8. Upholstery

Linens

We Extend Our
Sincere Wish for .

Merry

Christmas and a
Happy New Year




